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GSU Celebrates 40th Anniversary
By Jeff Smaltz
Contributing Writer

Governors State University may be 40 years young
thi year, but a lot has happened in tho e four decade .
The university is celebrating the milestone this week
with a variety of events including a panel discus ion, a
history wall unveiling and Motown music.
"As we mark each decade, we reflect on the past,
appreciate the present, and plan for future. Celebrating
four decades of accomplishment is important for GSU.
Our fortieth anniver ary is al o the launching point for
planning our half-century mark in 2019," said GSU
Pre ident Elaine Maimon.
The celebration kicks off with a panel di cussion
about the birth, growth and future of GSU at 3 p.m.
Friday in the Sherman Recital Hall. Former GSU
faculty member Dr. Paul Green, who is now the
Director of the Institute for Politics at Roosevelt
University will be the moderator and will participate a
a panelist too. Other panelists will include President
Maimon, Prairie State College' Vice President of
Academic Affair Dr. Adenuga Atewologun, former
GSU President Dr. Leo Goodman-Malamuth, and
Superintendent Dr. Blondean Davis of Matte on School
District 162.
"Dr. Green is a lively personality who appears often
ri
f
n
. Thi
n I ill fini I n t
speeches. You will not want to miss it," said President
Maimon.
GSU's new History Wall will be unveiled after the
panel di cuss ion. This will be the installation of a
permanent, commemorative history wall. This will take
place at 4:30 p.m. in the D Main Entrance and Lobby.
The school was founded in 1969 as a "university
without walls." Not literally, but students were given
competencies rather than grades and all faculty held the
same rank. Over the years many practices have changed

1969-2009
including the institution of traditional grades. The
school now ha 54 degree programs and one of the mo. t
diverse facultie and student bodies in the country.
President Maimon said she is pleased with GSU's
growth over 40 year . "Governors State University is
committed to offering an exceptional and acce sible
education that imbues student with the knowledge,
skills, and confidence to succeed in a global society,"
h aid. "
i
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stimulating public square, serving as an economic
catalyst for the region, and being a model of diversity
and responsible citizenship."
Maimon said he has some wonderful memories in
her two and half years as pre ident. They including
eeing student fulfilling their dreams, observing large
increases in community college transfer students
completing four-year degrees and beyond, and seeing
adults coming back to school to get a econd chance.
She is al o proud of GSU's internationally acclaimed

Sculpture Park and the progres toward making GSU
safer, healthier, and more beautiful.
But she also has everal goals in mind for the near
future including lobbying for funds from the Governor's
Office to begin the renovation of the E & F Science
wing during this academic year, according to the
President. They also have plans to lobby for a
multi-purpo e classroom building. Other plans include
Strategy 2015 and the Self-Study, prepared for the
Higher Learning Commission.
The celebration continues at 6 p.m. Saturday with a
reception and gala event featuring Motown music at the
Center for Performing Art followed by dancing in the
Hall of Governors.
The performance of A Tribute to Motown Greats will
begin at 7:30p.m. in the Center for Performing Arts.
This performance will take audience member "a trip
back in time when Motown wa king, as talented
Chicagoland vocali ts perform classic hits," according
to the 40th anniversary web ite.
The event will cap off the night with the After
Concert Celebration in the Hall of Governor from 9:30
p.m. to midnight. This event will be to celebrate and
have fun in 60's style.
President Maimon noted that the Student Senate
bought a limited number of tickets for thi event, so
interested students should contact Student Services at
70~ .5344
~ r mor inf rmati n.
Mary Rothenberg, admini trative coordinator for the
Center for Performing Arts added that interested patrons
can find ticket prices on their website,
www.centertickets.net.
Ticket can be purcha ed online or by calling the
Box Office at 708.235.2222. Tickets are priced at 50
each. Additionally, more information about GSU's 40th
Anniver ary can be found at www.gov t.edu/40years.

GSU Plans for Possibility of Swine Flu Outbreak
By J e.ff Smaltz
Contributing Writer
With flu season, and especially wine flu,
hitting college campuses hard this year, Governors
State University administrators have been planning
and encouraging taking precautions to prevent an
outbreak on campus.
GSU's Emergency Respon e Team (ERT) ha
been working the past several month to prepare
for the event that there i an H1N1 viru (also
known as the "swine flu") outbreak on campus.
Some of the precautions include placing hand
sanitizer dispenser in hallways, posting signs and
handing out fliers informing students and faculty
with details of the virus, and etting up a hotline
for students and faculty to u e to report suspected
or confirmed cases of the virus, according to Dean
of Students Sherilyn Poole.
As of late October, there have been no reports

on the hotJine of swine flu by any faculty, students
or staff, he said.
"The primary goal of the ERT's plan is to
provide information and data to help members of
the campus community make good decisions about
their personal health," Poole said.
Interim Provost David Curtis has at o been
encouraging faculty to develop a plan for teaching
cour es u ing technology in the event of a serious
outbreak. In addition, faculty are advised to
develop plans for working with students who miss
an extended period of clas es due to illness.
Students and faculty are strongly advised to
wash their hands and stay home if they are sick.
And tudents should check their university e-mail
accounts because the school will use that service to
send notices regarding the virus.
GSU's ERT team has also been working with
the Will County Health Department and the Will
County Emergency Management Agency in
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preparation of the possibility of the H IN 1 virus
outbreak on campus.
Swine flu vaccines are now available in Illinois
and Indiana. The GSU campus in not a vaccination
site, but students, faculty and staff can contact their
physicians or county health departments for
information on where to obtain the vaccine, Poole
said.
Information about vaccine i available on all
of the local county health department web sites
including, Cook County
www.cookcountypublichealth.org, for Will County
www. willcountyhealth.org, for Kankakee County
www.kankakeehealth.org and for Lake County, IN,
www.lakecountyin.org.
More information about the H IN 1 virus can be
found at www.govst.edu/h In 1 and
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm.

Tips for Staying Flu Free on Page 2
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